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The Karluk set out in 1913 in search of an undiscovered continent, with the largest scientific staff

ever sent into the Arctic. Soon after, winter had begun, they were blown off course by polar storms,

the ship became imprisoned in ice, and the expedition was abandoned by its leader. Hundreds of

miles from civilization, the castaways had no choice but to find solid ground as they struggled

against starvation, snow blindness, disease, exposure--and each other. After almost twelve months

battling the elements, twelve survivors were rescued, thanks to the heroic efforts of their captain,

Bartlett, the Ice Master, who traveled by foot across the ice and through Siberia to find help.Drawing

on the diaries of those who were rescued and those who perished, Jennifer Niven re-creates with

astonishing accuracy the ill-fated journey and the crews desperate attempts to find a way home.
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A season in the Arctic is a great test of character. One may know a man better after six months with

him beyond the Arctic circle than after a lifetime of acquaintance in cities. There is something--I

know not what to call it--in those frozen spaces, that brings a man face to face with himself and with

his companions; if he is a man, the man comes out; and, if he is a cur, the cur shows as quickly.

-Admiral PearyOne's first impulse is to dismiss this book as just another quickie attempt to cash in

on the Endurance craze, but the story of the Karluk and its crew is quite amazing in its own right and

first time author Jennifer Niven does a terrific job telling it. One year before Ernest Shackleton and

Endurance set out for Antarctica, Arctic explorer Vilhjalmur Stefansson, working under the auspices

of the Canadian government, assembled an expedition intended to prove that a continent lay



beneath the Arctic ice. On June 17, 1913, the H.M.C.S. Karluk, captained by Robert Abram Bartlett,

set sail from British Columbia with a complement of 25, including Stefansson, sailors, scientists, and

Eskimos (including a mother and two young daughters), plus sled dogs and a cat. Within the six

weeks the ship was frozen fast in the ice north of Alaska and Stefansson, taking three men and

several sleds with dogs, had abandoned the rest of the Canadian Arctic Expedition, setting out for

the mainland to continue his exploration.For the next five months, the Karluk drifted westward with

the ice floe, before finally being crushed and sunk on January 11, 1914, just east of Wrangel Island,

which lies north of Siberia.
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